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Health Reports, Documents & News 
 
 

Urgent and emergency care: best practice 
The Care Quality Commission has published Meeting the quality 
challenge: sharing examples of best practice from clinical leaders in 
emergency departments.  This document shares practical examples 
and initiatives from a workshop which discussed how trusts are 
meeting the challenges of managing capacity and demand, and 
managing risks to patient safety in emergency departments.  It 
includes case studies and to help improve the quality of emergency 
care for patients. 
To read more click here 
Additional link: CQC press release 
 
Ambulance handover delays 
NHS Improvement has published Addressing ambulance handover 
delays: actions for local A&E delivery boards.   This document sets out 
the main points from recent guidance document relating to ambulance 
handover delays.  It separates the points into actions to be embedded 
as part of normal working practice, and actions to be taken should 
ambulances begin to queue. It is aimed at Commissioners, GP 
practice, community services and ambulance services. 
To read more click here 
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Winter flow project 
The Royal College of Emergency Medicine has launched its annual Winter flow project to look at system-wide 
pressures impacting on the emergency care system over the winter period. The project sees data collected from over 
50 sites across the UK on a weekly basis and measures four hour performance, acute bed capacity, delayed transfers 
of care, cancelled elective operations and the number of locums and agency staff sites employ. 
To read more click here 
 
The role of lay members in the future of commissioning 
NHS Clinical Commissioners has published the following documents which focus on the role that CCG lay members 
will play in the future of commissioning: 

 Supporting change in your NHS: the non-executive community in transformational change - 
summarises discussions held at two events earlier this year on the lay member and non-executive director 
(NED) role; insights on current system change and views on the next steps for lay members and NEDs  

 Checklist for professional development of CCG lay members – this is the third checklist looking at 
different aspects of the lay member role.  It covers appraisals, professional development, career development 
opportunities, and planning for the future.  

To read more click here 
 
NHS financial briefing  
The Healthcare Financial Management Association (HFMA) has published NHS financial temperature check: finance 
directors’ views on financial challenges facing the NHS in England. This is the eighth in a series of briefings setting out 
finance directors’ views on the financial issues facing the NHS in England. The briefing draws on the responses of 80 
finance directors of trusts and foundation trusts and chief finance officers of 56 CCGs. 
Briefing 
 
Guidance for CCGs on items not to be routinely prescribed 
NHS England has published Items which should not routinely be prescribed in primary care: guidance for CCGs. This 
guidance is addressed to CCGs to support them to fulfil their duties around appropriate use of prescribing resources 
supporting CCGs in their decision-making, to address unwarranted variation, and to provide clear national advice to 
make local prescribing practices more effective. 
Guidance 
Additional link: NHS Clinical Commissioners press release  
 
Variation in emergency admissions within CCG areas 
NHS England has published Challenging Health Inequalities: support for CCGs. This document aims to help identify 
areas of variation in emergency admissions in more and less deprived CCGs, and to promote a discussion where 
variation occurs. It is designed to support the CCG Improvement and Assessment Framework (IAF) health inequalities 
data on the myNHS website. 
To read more click here 
 
Britain’s industrial strategy and the NHS 
The NHS Confederation has published Building a Britain for the future: understanding the Industrial Strategy white 
paper. On 27 November 2017 the Government published its industrial strategy. This briefing explains the Industrial 
Strategy’s aims and objectives, why it matters for the NHS and how the health service can play a part locally in and 
thus benefit from, realising the strategy. This briefing will be of interest for: NHS chief executives; chairs and non-
executive directors, commissioners; workforce; transformation; innovation and public health. 
To read more click here 
 
National audit of intermediate care 
NHS Benchmarking Network has published National Audit of Intermediate Care: summary report – England 2017.  
This report provides a summary of the findings from both the commissioner and provider aspects of the 2017 audit of 
intermediate care.  The key themes include effectiveness of care, service user experience, integration, investment and 
capacity, access to services, workforce, mental health provision within services, and demographics and processes.  
Bespoke dashboard reports from the survey will be available in December.   
Report 
 
Updated language competency guidance  
Our guidance is now updated to include further information around testing language competency and what employers 
should do if there are doubts around a candidate’s English level. 
Guidance 
 

http://www.rcem.ac.uk/RCEM/News/News_2017/RCEM_launches_Winter_Flow_Project_2017_18.aspx
https://www.nhscc.org/latest-news/lay-members/
https://www.hfma.org.uk/publications/details/nhs-financial-temperature-check-briefing-november-2017
https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/items-which-should-not-be-routinely-prescribed-in-primary-care-guidance-for-ccgs/
https://www.nhscc.org/latest-news/comm-guidance-low-priority-nhs-funding/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/challenging-health-inequalities-support-for-ccgs/
http://www.nhsconfed.org/resources/2017/12/understanding-the-industrial-strategy-white-paper
https://s3.eu-west-2.amazonaws.com/nhsbn-static/NAIC%20(Providers)/2017/NAIC%20England%20Summary%20Report%20-%20upload%202.pdf
http://www.nhsemployers.org/news/2017/12/updated-language-competency-guidance-for-employers
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Clinical negligence in hospital trusts 
The House of Commons Public Accounts Committee has published 5th Report Managing the costs of clinical 
negligence in hospital trusts.  The committee found that despite the spiralling costs for clinical negligence for trusts 
over the last decade, the government has been disappointingly slow and complacent in its response. The committee 
highlighted that there still seems to be a prevailing attitude of defensiveness in the NHS when things go wrong, and a 
reluctance to admit mistakes, which is likely to be leading to more clinical negligence claims.   
Report 
 
New models of care 
The Health Foundation has published Some assembly required: implementing new models of care: lessons from the 
new care models programme.  This report draws on the experiences of those leading the vanguard sites of the new 
care models programme and sets out ten lessons for making improvements across local health and care services for 
those patients who are in most need of joined up care.  It emphasises the value of local co-creation and testing of new 
care models. 
Report 
 
Clinical correspondence handling: NHS Shared Business Services 
The House of Commons Public Accounts Committee has published its 4th Report Clinical correspondence handling at 
NHS Shared Business Services.  The report examines the failures in the handling of sensitive clinical data by NHS 
Shared Business Services (NHS SBS).   The Committee welcomes NHS SBS's admission that it made mistakes and 
that the service it delivered was not good enough. However, NHS England and the Department of Health both failed in 
their oversight of NHS SBS. 
Report 
 
NHS England launches consultation to simplify and strengthen arrangements for research in the NHS  
A consultation has been launched to simplify and standardise the process for getting research projects up and running 
in the NHS. Cuts to bureaucracy and faster access to new and innovative treatments are at the heart of 12 actions 
also agreed by the NHS England Board to support research and its application in the NHS.  
To read more click here 
 
The value of patient organisations 
The European Patients Forum has published The added value of patient organisations. The objective of this report is 
to emphasise the contribution of patient organisations in representing and voicing the situation of a specific population 
that would otherwise not be represented. The main activities of patient organisations are set out in four different areas: 
policy, capacity building and education, peer support and research & development (both health and pharmaceutical).   
Report 
 
Fifteen Steps Challenge: quality from a patient’s perspective 
NHS England has published The Fifteen Steps Challenge: quality from a patient’s perspective: a guide for 
commissioners. This guide describes how commissioners can apply the 15 Steps Challenge to the services that they 
commission, resulting in higher quality care and effective patient engagement in the commissioning process.  There 
are also versions of this guide for acute inpatient settings, mental health settings, community settings, outpatients 
units, and children and young people’s inpatient units. 
Guidance 
 
Community services data availability 
The Health Foundation and the Nuffield Trust have published Community services:  what do we know about quality?  
This QualityWatch report looks at trends in routinely collected national quality measures in 18 community trusts in 
England.  The report finds that a lack of routinely reported data and the absence of appropriate indicators present 
challenges to monitoring quality in this area. 
Report 
 
Integration scorecard 
The Social Care Institute for Excellence has published Developing an integration scorecard: a model for understanding 
and measuring progress towards health and social care integration.  This document sets out a framework for what 
good health and social care integration looks like and proposes metrics for measuring progress towards the 
government’s ambition of full integration. 
To read more click here 
 
 

https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmpubacc/397/39703.htm#_idTextAnchor004
http://www.health.org.uk/publication/some-assembly-required
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/commons-select/public-accounts-committee/news-parliament-2017/nhs-shared-business-services-report-published-17-19/
http://feedproxy.google.com/~r/NHSCBoard/~3/ge_f-vmHJ1k/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email
https://www.pifonline.org.uk/report-added-value-patient-organisations/
https://www.england.nhs.uk/participation/resources/15-steps-challenge/
http://www.qualitywatch.org.uk/community-services
https://www.scie.org.uk/integrated-health-social-care/measuring-progress/scorecard/developing
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Local area performance metrics 
The Department of Health has updated the NHS social care interface dashboard and accompanying guidance. The 
dashboard provides a set of measures indicating how health and social care partners in every local authority area in 
England are performing at the interface between health and social care.  It includes a breakdown of delayed days 
attributable to social care. 
To read more click here 
 
Autumn budget: impact on health and social care 
The King’s Fund, Nuffield Trust and Health Foundation have published Autumn Budget 2017: what it means for health 
and social care.  This briefing examines the recent budget and what it means for health and social care. 
Briefing 
 
Global social movements for health 
Nesta has published We change the world: what can we learn from global social movements for health?  This report 
forms part of a larger Health as a Social Movement programme funded by NHS England.  It presents practical insights 
about how social movements grow.  It contains international case studies which have influenced and impacted health 
systems globally.     
Report 
 
Social care economic evaluation methods 
The University of York Centre for Health Economics has published Scoping review on social care economic evaluation 
methods (CHE research paper 150). This project aimed to inform NICE on the methods available for use in 
undertaking economic evaluation of social care interventions, the methods in development, the methods challenges 
faced and the methods gaps. 
To read more click here 
 
Planning medicines support 
The Social Care Institute for Excellence in partnership with NICE has published Discussing and planning medicines 
support: a quick guide for home care managers providing medicines support. This guide will be helpful to managers of 
services where it has been agreed that medicines support will be included as part of the home care service. It covers: 
discussing medicines support; The 6 rights of medicines administration; planning and reviewing medicines support and 
medicines policy.  
Guidance 
 
More than a quarter of acute NHS trusts fail to undertake cyber penetrative tests  
28% of acute NHS trusts and 16% of mental health trusts have not undertaken penetrative testing for cyber security in 
the last twelve months, according to new research from Digital Health Intelligence. 
To read more click here 
 
Communications during cyber incidents 
After a successful pilot, NHS Digital has established an additional secure system to deliver essential cyber security 
updates during major security incidents. CareCERT bulletins and updates can now be sent out using short message 
service (SMS) alerts. Contacts in Acute, Ambulance and Mental Health Trusts, Clinical Commissioning Groups and 
Commissioning Support Units can receive the alerts which will be used to highlight a high severity security incident. 
To read more click here 
 
The ABCs of Mobile Device Management: security essentials for your organisation’s first MDM deployment 
Making greater use of mobile technology can offer significant benefits for healthcare organisations. For IT 
departments, though, mobile devices can present challenges. How can security be ensured?  
To read more click here 
Additional Links: IBM White Paper 
 
NHS England outlines future of congenital heart disease services  
NHS England has today set out plans to implement exacting new standards that will ensure patients with congenital 
heart disease (CHD) receive the best possible care.  
To read more click here 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/local-area-performance-metrics-and-ambitions
http://www.health.org.uk/publication/autumn-budget-2017-what-it-means-health-and-social-care
https://www.nesta.org.uk/publications/we-change-world-what-can-we-learn-global-social-movements-health
https://www.york.ac.uk/che/news/2017/che-research-paper-150/
https://www.york.ac.uk/che/news/2017/che-research-paper-150/
https://www.york.ac.uk/che/news/2017/che-research-paper-150/
https://www.scie.org.uk/publications/ataglance/discussing-planning-medicines-support.asp
https://www.digitalhealth.net/2017/11/28-of-acute-nhs-trusts-have-not-completed-cyber-penetrative-tests/
https://www.digital.nhs.uk/article/8037/CareCERT-uses-SMS-alerts-to-boost-secure-NHS-communications-for-cyber-incidents
https://www.digitalhealth.net/2017/11/abcs-mobile-device-management-security-essentials-organisations-first-mdm-deployment/
https://www-01.ibm.com/common/ssi/cgi-bin/ssialias?subtype=WH&infotype=SA&htmlfid=WGW03116USEN&attachment=WGW03116USEN.PDF
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2017/11/nhs-england-outlines-future-of-congenital-heart-disease-services/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+NHSCBoard+%28NHS+England%29
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Significant improvement in NHS stroke care, new study finds  
Patients are receiving significantly improved NHS stroke care, an independent report published today has revealed. 
The fourth annual report, commissioned by NHS England, states that patients are getting much quicker access to the 
vital tests and treatment they need when they have a stroke, greatly improving their chances of recovery.  
To read more click here 
 
Machine learning delivers insight into medication’s effects on stroke patients  
Researchers say machine learning could offer insight into how individual patients respond to different medication, 
based on the structure of their brain. 
To read more click here 
 
Stroke care audit 
The Royal College of Physicians, in partnership with the Sentinel Stroke National Audit Programme (SSNAP), has 
published Rising to the challenge: stroke care received between April 2016 to March 2017. This report focuses on how 
regional and local hospital teams are using SSNAP data in quality improvement initiatives to improve services across 
the patient journey from acute care into rehabilitation and beyond.  It includes case studies which highlight how stroke 
teams have made changes happen.  
Report 
 
Community services 
This briefing from The Health Foundation looks at publicly available quality data from community trusts. It finds that it 
is difficult to make a meaningful overall judgement about quality in this part of the health system. A lack of routinely 
reported data, coupled with the absence of appropriate indicators, present challenges to monitoring quality for this 
large and growing area of care. 
Briefing 
 
Carers 
The House of Commons Library has published Carers.  This briefing paper provides information about the number of 
carers in the UK and the issues they face. It also explains the rights, benefits and support available to carers as well 
as previous Government policy on caring.  
Briefing 
 
Antimicrobial resistance 
The Department of Health has published UK 5 Year Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR) Strategy 2013-2018: annual 
progress report 2016.  This annual report describes the achievements in the third year of implementation of the 
antimicrobial resistance strategy.  It notes that for the remaining two years, the programme will focus on halving 
certain types of infection and the inappropriate use of antibiotics.   
Report 
 
NICE bites – Sinusitis (acute): antimicrobial prescribing 
The November 2017 NICE Bites bulletin from the North West Medicines Information Service covers Sinusitis (acute): 
antimicrobial prescribing.  This publication aims to provide healthcare professionals with a summary of key prescribing 
points taken from the NICE guidance, NG79.  
 
Maternity strategy 
The Government has announced a new maternity strategy to improve maternity safety with more rigorous 
investigation.  Families who suffer stillbirth or life-changing injuries to their babies will be offered an independent 
investigation to find out what went wrong and why. The government is also bringing forward from 2030 to 2025 the 
ambition to halve rates of stillbirths, neonatal and maternal deaths, and brain injuries occurring during or soon after 
birth. 
To read more click here 
Additional links: Royal College of Midwives press release  BBC News report 
 
Safer maternity care 
The Department of Health has published Safer Maternity Care: the National Maternity Safety Strategy progress and 
next steps.  This document reports on progress and next steps with implementation of the safer maternity care action 
plan and sets out measures for further and quicker improvement.  The Department has also published ‘Brain injury 
report’ which provides a working definition of brain injuries occurring during or soon after birth, and presents national 
annual brain injury rates from 2010 to 2015 for England. 
To read more click here 
 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/2017/11/significant-improvements-in-nhs-stroke-care-new-study-finds/
https://www.digitalhealth.net/2017/11/machine-learning-delivers-insight-stroke-patients/
https://www.hqip.org.uk/resources/rising-to-the-challenge-the-fourth-ssnap-annual-report-2017/
http://www.qualitywatch.org.uk/community-services?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Community%20Services%20briefing&utm_content=Community%20Services%20briefing+CID_2304745ed1eceec4f1d0437dec3e87ca&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software%20QualityWatch&utm_term=FIND%20OUT%20MORE%20AND%20READ%20THE%20BRIEFING
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-7756
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/progress-report-on-the-uk-5-year-amr-strategy-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/progress-report-on-the-uk-5-year-amr-strategy-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/progress-report-on-the-uk-5-year-amr-strategy-2016
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/nice-bites-sinusitis-acute-antimicrobial-prescribing/
https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/nice-bites-sinusitis-acute-antimicrobial-prescribing/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-maternity-strategy-to-reduce-the-number-of-stillbirths
https://www.rcm.org.uk/news-views-and-analysis/news/government-drive-to-cut-stillbirths
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-42144315
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/safer-maternity-care-progress-and-next-steps
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Perinatal confidential enquiry  
The Maternal, Newborn and Infant Clinical Outcome Review Programme has published MBRRACE-UK Perinatal 
Confidential Enquiry Report 2017. This report represents the findings of the third perinatal confidential enquiry and 
focuses on term, singleton, intrapartum stillbirths and intrapartum-related neonatal deaths.  Since the last confidential 
enquiry into intrapartum stillbirths and intrapartum-related deaths in 1993-1995, overall stillbirth rates have reduced by 
just over a fifth and neonatal death rates by over a third although these are still high compared with other high income 
countries.  
Report 
 
Investigation of stillbirth 
The House of Commons library has published The Investigation of Still birth. This briefing document deals with the 
way stillbirth is investigated at present and the Government announcement about independent investigations in future.  
Briefing 
 
Violence against women 
The World Health Organisation has published Strengthening health systems to respond to women subjected to 
intimate partner violence or sexual violence: a manual for health managers.  This manual aims to strengthen and 
enable health systems to provide confidential, effective and women-centred services to survivors of violence.  It is 
intended for health managers at all levels of the health system and supports the implementation of the global plan of 
action on violence.  
To read more click here 
Additional link:  WHO press release  
 
Children and young people’s experience of care 
The Care Quality Commission has published the results from their Children and young people's survey 2016. The 
survey looked at the experiences of children, young people and their parents and carers attending hospital for 
treatment as an inpatient or day case.   It found that overall their experiences were mostly positive.  It also identified 
some areas where NHS trusts could improve. 
Survey 
Additional link: CQC press release  Picker institute 
 
Substance misuse services 
The Care Quality Commission has published Substance misuse services: the quality and safety of residential 
detoxification. This briefing examines the quality and safety of clinics offering residential services for people 
withdrawing from drugs or alcohol.  It outlines concerns identified during CQC inspections and gives an example of 
good practice, as well as actions and recommendations.  
Briefing 
Additional link: CQC press release   
 
People who inject drugs in the UK 
Public Health England has published Shooting Up: infections among people who inject drugs in the UK,2016: an 
update, November 2017.  This latest report provides an overview of infections among people who inject drugs in the 
UK.  It focuses on infections among people who inject psychoactive drugs.  The accompanying documents include a 
briefing for directors of public health, commissioners and service providers in England. 
Report 
 
Bowel cancer screening 
Public Health England is calling on all men and women, aged over 60, to get screened for bowel cancer after the latest 
figures show over 40% are not getting tested  with embarrassment over providing a stool sample one of the reasons, 
among men in particular, that is putting thousands unnecessarily at risk of dying. The latest NHS Screening 
Programmes in England November 2017 1 April 2016 to 31 March 2017 annual report details the progress and 
activities of the NHS population screening programmes in England. 
Report 
PHE Press release 
 
Non-surgical cancer treatments workforce 
Cancer Research UK has published Full team ahead: understanding the UK non-surgical cancer treatments 
workforce. This report investigates the current and future needs, capacity, and skills of the non-surgical oncology 
workforce to provide optimal treatment to the UK population.  
Report 
Additional link: Royal College of Radiologists press release   

https://www.hqip.org.uk/resources/mbrrace-uk-perinatal-confidential-enquiry-2017/
https://researchbriefings.parliament.uk/ResearchBriefing/Summary/CBP-8167#fullreport
http://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/vaw-health-systems-manual/en/
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/health-determinants/gender/news/news/2017/11/leaving-no-one-behind-in-eliminating-violence-against-women
http://www.cqc.org.uk/publications/surveys/children-young-peoples-survey-2016
http://www.cqc.org.uk/publications/surveys/children-young-peoples-survey-2016
http://www.picker.org/news/encouraging-results-2016-children-young-persons-survey-evidence-disparities-experiences-care/
http://www.cqc.org.uk/publications/themed-work/briefing-substance-misuse-services
http://www.cqc.org.uk/news/releases/serious-concerns-uncovered-residential-detox-clinics-regulator-demands-improvements
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/shooting-up-infections-among-people-who-inject-drugs-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/shooting-up-infections-among-people-who-inject-drugs-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/shooting-up-infections-among-people-who-inject-drugs-in-the-uk
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/nhs-screening-programmes-annual-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/men-and-women-asked-not-to-miss-out-on-bowel-screening
http://www.cancerresearchuk.org/about-us/we-develop-policy/our-policy-on-cancer-services/non-surgical-cancer-treatments-workforce
https://www.rcr.ac.uk/posts/rcr-response-cruks-full-team-ahead-report


Library Information Alert – A current awareness bulletin for the Somerset NHS health community 8/12/17 

 
 
 
 
NHS cancer workforce 
Health Education England (HEE) has published Cancer workforce plan: Phase 1 – delivering the cancer strategy to 
2021.  This document sets out how HEE will ensure the NHS has enough staff with the right skills to deliver 
improvements for people affected by cancer over the next three years. It provides detailed data on key professions so 
that local Cancer Alliances, HEE and employers can agree the actions needed to help recruit, train and retain the 
necessary staff.  
To read more click here 
 
Reducing sugar in manufactured foods 
The World Health Association has published Incentives and disincentives for reducing sugar in manufactured foods: 
an exploratory supply chain analysis.  This report investigates why producers use sugar in foods and why they use it in 
large amounts.   It concludes that a comprehensive approach covering the whole food system is needed in order to 
reduce sugar intake.   
Report 
 
Management of diabetes 
The Scottish Intercollegiate Guidelines Network has published Pharmacological management of glycaemic control in 
people with type 2 diabetes (SIGN 154). This guideline provides recommendations on optimal targets for glucose 
control for the prevention of microvascular and macrovascular complications in people with type 2 diabetes, and risks 
and benefits of the principal therapeutic classes of glucose-lowering agents and insulins currently available for people 
with type 2 diabetes who require measures beyond diet and exercise to achieve glucose targets. 
SIGN Guidance 
 
Commissioning guidance for improved diabetic foot care 
The Royal College of Podiatry has launched an online commissioner’s guide aimed at improving diabetic foot care.  
The online toolkit resource aims to support CCGs in England to commission improved services for diabetic foot 
disease. It provides information on: the impact of diabetic foot ulcers and amputations on patients' lives and on NHS 
costs; the potential for improved care to transform lives and reduce NHS expenditure, and what good care looks like 
and how to restructure services and pathways.  
Toolkit 
 
New NIHR Themed Review: Comprehensive Care  
This is a Themed Review of NIHR research into the care of older people living with frailty in hospitals. 
Comprehensive Care brings together NIHR research on what can be done to identify and manage the needs of 
this group and to avoid potential problems. It features: 

 33 published studies 

 20 ongoing research projects 
Questions to ask about the care of older people with frailty in hospitals  
To read more click here 
 
Older people living with frailty in hospital 
The National Institute for Health Research has published Comprehensive care: research on older patients living with 
frailty in hospital.  This report highlights completed and ongoing studies outlining best practice in secondary care for 
older people living with frailty.  It covers assessment; identifying and managing symptoms associated with frailty in 
hospital; discharge planning; and caring environments.   
Report 
 
Older people in prison 
Public Health England has published Health and social care needs assessments of the older prison population: a 
guidance document. This document provides evidence-based guidance on how to carry out a health and social care 
needs assessment of older people in prisons. It is aimed at commissioners of prison healthcare services and social 
care services to understand the needs of older people in prisons and commission and deliver services that meet their 
needs. 
To read more click here 
 

Back to top  
 

https://www.hee.nhs.uk/news-blogs-events/hee-news/health-education-england-unveils-plan-transform-future-nhs-cancer-workforce
http://www.euro.who.int/en/health-topics/disease-prevention/nutrition/news/news/2017/12/challenging-the-supply-chain-to-reduce-sugar-in-foods
http://www.sign.ac.uk/sign-116-and-154-diabetes.html
https://www.scpod.org/contact-us/press/press-releases/foot-health-experts-call-for-end-to-avoidable-amputations/
http://www.dc.nihr.ac.uk/themed-reviews/comprehensive-care.htm
http://www.dc.nihr.ac.uk/themed-reviews/comprehensive-care.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-and-social-care-needs-assessment-of-older-people-in-prison
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-and-social-care-needs-assessment-of-older-people-in-prison
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-and-social-care-needs-assessment-of-older-people-in-prison
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MENTAL HEALTH NEWS 
 
Guidance for mental health services in exercising duties to safeguard people from the risk of radicalisation 

This guidance is designed to support providers and staff to exercise their statutory and professional duties to 
safeguard vulnerable adults, children and young people at risk of radicalisation.  It is particularly aimed at staff 
working in NHS mental health services.  
Guidance 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back to top   
 
 
 

BEHIND THE HEADLINES 
 
 
'Radical' low-calorie diet may help reverse type 2 diabetes 
'1 in 4 nurses in England are obese,' survey finds 
Can keeping your teeth clean protect against oesophageal cancer? 
Eating 40g of cheese a day may reduce heart attack and stroke risk 
Some type 1 diabetes cases in adults misdiagnosed as type 2 
New drug shows promise for preventing migraines 
One in 20 cancers linked to diabetes and being overweight 
Mindfulness training may help you keep the weight off 
Scarlet fever cases in England highest in 50 years 
Pre-pregnancy obesity linked to childhood ADHD and autism 
Computer-based treatment helps people with schizophrenia 
 
Full list available at: 
http://www.nhs.uk/News/Pages/NewsIndex.aspx 
 
 

 

Back to top   

 
 

 

EXTRACTS FROM THE MENTAL ELF BLOG 

Keeping you up to date with reliable mental health research, policy & guidance 
 

 The chatbot therapist: can we mimic therapy support with a conversational agent?  

 Digital Technology for Mental Health: asking the right questions  

 Online intervention for bipolar disorder: what do service users think?  

 Trauma and psychotic experiences: results from a transnational survey 

 Blended therapy for men who self-harm  

 Suicide in prisons: prevalence and contributing factors in high-income countries 

 Common mental health problems and psychotic experiences in IAPT 
 

Full reviews at: http://www.thementalelf.net/#sthash.1TMfsl0G.dpuf 
 

https://www.england.nhs.uk/publication/guidance-for-mental-health-services-in-exercising-duties-to-safeguard-people-from-the-risk-of-radicalisation/
https://www.nhs.uk/news/diabetes/radical-low-calorie-diet-may-help-reverse-type-2-diabetes/
https://www.nhs.uk/news/obesity/1-4-nurses-england-are-obese-survey-finds/
https://www.nhs.uk/news/cancer/can-keeping-your-teeth-clean-protect-against-oesophageal-cancer/
https://www.nhs.uk/news/food-and-diet/eating-40g-cheese-day-may-reduce-heart-attack-and-stroke-risk/
https://www.nhs.uk/news/diabetes/some-type-1-diabetes-cases-adults-misdiagnosed-type-2/
https://www.nhs.uk/news/medication/new-drug-shows-promise-preventing-migraines/
https://www.nhs.uk/news/cancer/one-20-cancers-linked-diabetes-and-being-overweight/
https://www.nhs.uk/news/food-and-diet/mindfulness-training-may-help-you-keep-weight/
https://www.nhs.uk/news/pregnancy-and-child/scarlet-fever-cases-england-highest-50-years/
https://www.nhs.uk/news/pregnancy-and-child/pre-pregnancy-obesity-linked-childhood-adhd-and-autism/
https://www.nhs.uk/news/mental-health/computer-based-treatment-helps-people-schizophrenia/
http://www.nhs.uk/News/Pages/NewsIndex.aspx
https://www.nationalelfservice.net/treatment/digital-health/the-chatbot-therapist-can-we-mimic-therapy-support-with-a-conversational-agent-digimhweek/
https://www.nationalelfservice.net/treatment/digital-health/digital-technology-mental-health-asking-right-questions-digitalmhq-2/
https://www.nationalelfservice.net/mental-health/bipolar-disorder/online-intervention-for-bipolar-disorder-what-do-service-users-think-digimhweek/
https://www.nationalelfservice.net/mental-health/psychosis/trauma-and-psychotic-experiences/
https://www.nationalelfservice.net/mental-health/self-harm/blended-therapy-for-men-who-self-harm-digimhweek/
https://www.nationalelfservice.net/mental-health/suicide/suicide-in-prisons-prevalence-and-contributing-factors-in-high-income-countries/
https://www.nationalelfservice.net/treatment/psychotherapy/common-mental-health-problems-and-psychotic-experiences-in-iapt/
http://www.thementalelf.net/#sthash.1TMfsl0G.dpuf
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EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICE 
  
NICE Guidance for November 2017 
 

Ref Title Type 
   

   
MB132 Point-of-care and home faecal   calprotectin tests for monitoring 

treatment response in     inflammatory bowel disease 
MedTech Innovation Briefing 

   
NG80 Asthma: diagnosis, monitoring and chronic asthma 

management 
 

NICE Guideline 

TA488 Regorafenib for previously treated unresectable or metastatic 
gastrointestinal stromal tumours 

Technology Appraisal Guidance 

   
TA489 Vismodegib for treating basal cell carcinoma 

 
Technology Appraisal Guidance 

TA490 Nivolumab for treating squamous cell carcinoma of the head 
and neck after platinum-based chemotherapy 

Technology Appraisal Guidance 

   
TA491 Ibrutinib for treating Waldenstrom’s macroglobulinaemia Technology Appraisal Guidance 
   
TA597 Processed nerve allografts to repair peripheral nerve 

discontinuities 
 

Technology Appraisal Guidance 

TA598 Hypoglossal nerve stimulation for moderate to severe 
obstructive sleep apnoea 

Technology Appraisal Guidance 

   
   

Updated Guidance  

   
QS25 Asthma Quality Standard 
   
   
   
   

 
 
 
 
NIHR Signals 
The National Institute for Health Research has published new Signals containing summaries of published research for 
health and social care decision makers: 

 Aerobic exercise moderately reduces depressive symptoms in new mothers 

 Blood pressure self-monitoring works best when people are well-supported 

 Exercise improves symptoms and function for people with ankylosing spondylitis 

 Comprehensive assessment when older people are in hospital improves their chances of getting home and 
living independently 

 Faecal transplant effectively treats recurrent or unresponsive Clostridium difficile 

 Specialist-led improvised music therapy did not improve children’s symptoms of autism 

 Men feel physically and psychologically ill-prepared for prostate cancer surgery 

 Blood test could shorten antibiotic treatment in newborns with suspected sepsis 

 Computerised decision support can improve antibiotic prescribing in hospitals 

 
 

Back to top  

https://www.nice.org.uk/advice/mib132
https://www.nice.org.uk/advice/mib132
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng80
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng80
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta488
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta488
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta489
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta490
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta490
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ta491
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ipg597
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ipg597
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ipg598
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ipg598
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/qs25
https://discover.dc.nihr.ac.uk/portal/article/4000841/aerobic-exercise-moderately-reduces-depressive-symptoms-in-new-mothers
https://discover.dc.nihr.ac.uk/portal/article/4000842/blood-pressure-self-monitoring-works-best-when-people-are-well-supported
https://discover.dc.nihr.ac.uk/portal/article/4000843/exercise-improves-symptoms-and-function-for-people-with-ankylosing-spondylitis
https://discover.dc.nihr.ac.uk/portal/article/4000844/comprehensive-assessment-when-older-people-are-in-hospital-improves-their-chances-of-getting-home-and-living-independently
https://discover.dc.nihr.ac.uk/portal/article/4000844/comprehensive-assessment-when-older-people-are-in-hospital-improves-their-chances-of-getting-home-and-living-independently
https://discover.dc.nihr.ac.uk/portal/article/4000840/faecal-transplant-effectively-treats-recurrent-or-unresponsive-clostridium-difficile
https://discover.dc.nihr.ac.uk/portal/article/4000852/specialist-led-improvised-music-therapy-did-not-improve-childrens-symptoms-of-autism
https://discover.dc.nihr.ac.uk/portal/article/4000851/men-feel-physically-and-psychologically-ill-prepared-for-prostate-cancer-surgery
https://discover.dc.nihr.ac.uk/portal/article/4000850/blood-test-could-shorten-antibiotic-treatment-in-newborns-with-suspected-sepsis
https://discover.dc.nihr.ac.uk/portal/article/4000849/computerised-decision-support-can-improve-antibiotic-prescribing-in-hospitals
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NICE SURVEILLANCE REPORTS NOVEMBER 2017 
 
NICE has published the Surveillance Reports below.  These provide a summary of new evidence 
published related to a NICE guideline and include the decision that NICE has taken about the need 
to update the relevant clinical guideline in light of this new evidence. 

 
 
Psychosis and schizophrenia in adults: prevention and management (CG178 – 2014)  
 
- surveillance decision: NICE will not update the guideline at this time.  Some editorial or factual corrections have been 
identified. 

 
Idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis in adults: diagnosis and management (CG163 – 2013)  
 
- surveillance decision: NICE will not update the guideline at this time but have made a cross-reference to technology 
appraisal guidance TA379) 

 
Ovarian cancer: recognition and initial management (CG122 – 2011)  
 
- surveillance decision: NICE will not update the guideline at this time. 

 
Acute kidney injury: prevention, detection and management (CG169 – 2013)  
 
- surveillance decision: NICE proposes a partial update of this guideline. 

 
Behaviour change: general approaches (PH6 – 2007)  
 
– surveillance decision: NICE will not update the guideline at this time. 

 
Behaviour change: individual approaches (PH49 – 2014)  
 
– surveillance decision: NICE will partially update this guideline. 

 
Hepatitis B and C testing: people at risk of infection (PH43 – 2012)  
 
– surveillance decision: NICE will not update the guideline at this time.  
 

 
USEFUL WEB RESOURCES  
 

LLiitteerraattuurree  sseeaarrcchhiinngg  ee--lleeaarrnniinngg  
Health Education England e-Learning for Healthcare has launched e-learning modules to 

support clinical and non-clinical staff to find evidence for their work and study.  The 

three modules cover an introduction to searching, where to start a search and how to 
develop a search strategy.  A further four modules will be launched soon.   

 
Back to top  

https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/cg178/resources/surveillance-report-2017-psychosis-and-schizophrenia-in-adults-prevention-and-management-2014-nice-guideline-cg178-4661271325/chapter/Surveillance-decision?tab=evidence&utm_source=Surveillance+report+alerts&utm_campaign=943f71839d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_11_17&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e232b91fb2-943f71839d-169540553
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/cg163/resources/surveillance-report-2017-idiopathic-pulmonary-fibrosis-in-adults-diagnosis-and-management-2013-nice-guideline-cg163-4474731565/chapter/Surveillance-decision?utm_source=Surveillance+report+alerts&utm_campaign=943f71839d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_11_17&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e232b91fb2-943f71839d-169540553
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/cg122/resources/surveillance-report-exceptional-review-2017-ovarian-cancer-recognition-and-initial-management-2011-nice-guideline-cg122-4662804493/chapter/Surveillance-decision?tab=evidence&utm_source=Surveillance+report+alerts&utm_campaign=943f71839d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_11_17&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e232b91fb2-943f71839d-169540553
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/cg169/resources/surveillance-report-exceptional-review-2017-acute-kidney-injury-prevention-detection-and-management-2013-nice-guideline-cg169-4666260925/chapter/Surveillance-decision?tab=evidence&utm_source=Surveillance+report+alerts&utm_campaign=943f71839d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_11_17&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e232b91fb2-943f71839d-169540553
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ph6/resources/surveillance-report-2017-behaviour-change-general-approaches-2007-nice-guideline-ph6-4666402189/chapter/Surveillance-decision?tab=evidence&utm_source=Surveillance+report+alerts&utm_campaign=943f71839d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_11_17&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e232b91fb2-943f71839d-169540553
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ph49/resources/surveillance-report-2017-behaviour-change-individual-approaches-2014-nice-guideline-ph49-4667934061/chapter/Surveillance-decision?tab=evidence&utm_source=Surveillance+report+alerts&utm_campaign=943f71839d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_11_17&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e232b91fb2-943f71839d-169540553
https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ph43/resources/surveillance-report-2017-hepatitis-b-and-c-testing-people-at-risk-of-infection-2012-nice-guideline-ph43-4666262221/chapter/Surveillance-decision?tab=evidence&utm_source=Surveillance+report+alerts&utm_campaign=943f71839d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2017_11_17&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_e232b91fb2-943f71839d-169540553
https://www.e-lfh.org.uk/literature-searching-e-learning-is-live/
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LIBRARY NEWS 
 

FREE TRIAL  

AA  nneeww  wwaayy  ttoo  bbrroowwssee  hheeaalltthhccaarree  jjoouurrnnaallss  ffoorr  OOppeennAAtthheennss  uusseerrss  
Discover Healthcare Journals, Stay Current in Your Reading 
 

     

Until 31st December 2017 the library is offering a free trial access to healthcare journal collections 
through BrowZine for Musgrove and Sompar staff 
BrowZine is a service that allows you to browse, read and follow journals in a visual display using 
your OpenAthens login.   
With BrowZine, you can: 
  
• Browse and read journals: Browse thousands of top journals by subject, easily review tables of 
contents, and download full articles. 
 
• Stay Current with My Bookshelf: Create a personal bookshelf of titles to follow and receive 
new article notifications. 
   [Note: you will need to register for a free Browzine account to use this function] 
 
• Access on any device: Easily access BrowZine from your iOS and Android device and on the 
web to stay up to date wherever you are. 
 

To get started today visit: 
 

https://browzine.com/libraries/1472/    
 

https://browzine.com/libraries/1471/      

(Taunton and Somerset NHS Foundation Trust staff) 
 

(Somerset Partnership NHS Foundation Trust) 
 
 

For mobile access:  
1) Download the app from the Apple App Store, Google Play Store or Amazon App Store. 

 
2) Access BrowZine: First ensure you are connected to your institutional network. Next, tap on 

the app icon to open BrowZine.  
A list of libraries will appear, please select either Somerset Partnership NHS Foundation 
Trust or Taunton and Somerset NHS Foundation Trust and tap Continue to enter the library. 
 

3) Start browsing! Use the Subject dropdown menu to browse by subject categories or Titles 
A-Z to find a specific title by name. 

 

Contact the library for more information. 
We look forward to receiving feedback to help us evaluate this product. 

Back to top   

https://browzine.com/libraries/1472/
https://browzine.com/libraries/1472/
https://browzine.com/libraries/1472/
https://browzine.com/libraries/1471
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JOURNAL TOCs 
 

 

Journal Table of Contents alerts (TOCs) 
 

Keep up to date with the latest journal articles in your subject or from your favourite 
journals by visiting the Library Netvibes webpages here 
 
To visit Netvibes directly click on the icon below or go to 
http://www.netvibes.com/musgrovelib#Welcome!   
 

 

 

 Navigate to the topic tab of your choice, mental health, nursing etc.,  

 Click on article titles of interest and read abstracts 

Articles highlighted in these contents alerts may be available as fulltext immediately with 
an OpenAthens password 

If the item you need is not available via OpenAthens the library will obtain a copy for you.  
Email article details to library@tst.nhs.uk 

Library Staff (01823) 342433 

  
If you have any feedback on this alternative way of viewing articles we would be glad 
to hear from you. 

http://intranet.tsft.nhs.uk/libraryservice/CurrentAwareness/tabid/6080/language/en-GB/Default.aspx
http://www.netvibes.com/musgrovelib#Welcome!
http://www.netvibes.com/musgrovelib#Welcome!
https://librarymph.wordpress.com/athens-passwords/
mailto:library@tst.nhs.uk?subject=Please%20request%20the%20item%20below
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DISCLAIMER: 
The Library Service at Musgrove Park Hospital takes no responsibility for the wording, content and accuracy of the 
information supplied which has been extracted and edited in good faith from reputable sources. 
If you want to download or print an item in this Alert, it is your responsibility to stay within the terms of the NHS 
Copyright Licence and/or check the copyright of NHS staff from all terms and conditions on individual web sites. 
 

Library Contact Details 
MPH/SomPar          
Library@tst.nhs.uk         
Tel: 01823 342433         
Library web pages at:        
http://intranet.tsft.nhs.uk/Default.aspx?alias=intranet.tsft.nhs.uk/LibraryService 
 

Library blog: https://librarymph.wordpress.com/ 
           

YDH 
Library@ydh.nhs.uk 
Tel: 01935 384495 
Library web pages at: 
http://ycloud/teams/Library/SitePages/Home.aspx 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome any feedback about the content or format of the Library Information Alert and are happy to 
receive items for inclusion.   Please contact library@tst.nhs.uk    
 
The current issue of this Alert, together with the Archive of previous issues is available via the Library 
web pages on the Musgrove Park Hospital Intranet.  
 

mailto:Library@tst.nhs.uk
http://intranet.tsft.nhs.uk/Default.aspx?alias=intranet.tsft.nhs.uk/LibraryService
https://librarymph.wordpress.com/
mailto:Library@ydh.nhs.uk
http://ycloud/teams/Library/SitePages/Home.aspx
mailto:library@tst.nhs.uk

